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North Michigan Trails

Grayling Bicycle Turnpike
The 10.2-mile Grayling Bicycle Turnpike (a.k.a. Wayne C. 
Koppa Trail) begins (or ends) at the entrance to Hartwick Pines 
State Park, taking you on a scenic tour on its way to downtown 
Grayling and across the Au Sable River to Hanson Hills Recreation 
area. The Turnpike lives up to its name. The 10-foot-wide paved 
nonmotorized trail runs parallel to roads along its route, but is 
relatively curvy for most of its length as it follows the contours of 
the rolling hills near the state park and zigzags through groves 
of pines near the airfield.

At North Down River Road the trail becomes a designated bike 
lane on both sides of McClellan Street as it heads south about a half 
mile into downtown Grayling. At the traffic light, the off-road paved 
trail resumes on the south side of M-72 and continues west to Ole 
Dam Road/M-93. At this point you have traveled about 8 miles. 
To continue on the 2.2-mile loop past Hanson Hills Recreation 
Area, head south on the designated bike lane on M-93 and ride 
Old Lake Road to reconnect with the paved trail on M-72.

Hanson Hills Recreation Area is also a good place to 
begin your ride from the south or explore over 20 miles of 
mountain biking trails and over 35 kilometers of hiking and 
groomed Nordic ski trails.

Forest Heritage Trail
Dedicated on May 23, 2024, the 19-mile Forest Heritage 
Trail runs from North Higgins Lake State Park to Hartwick 
Pines State Park through second-growth forest on a series of 
road routes, paved and limestone paths, and a portion of the 
Grayling Bicycle Turnpike. Along the way, you will encounter 
19 interpretive panels that explore the forest heritage of the 
Grayling area. The 2.54-mile southern section, from the CCC 
Museum to Fletcher Road, is surfaced with finely crushed lime-
stone. You must then ride 4.8 miles north on Old Highway 27 to 
Four Mile Road and the campus of Kirtland Community College. 
From there, the newly paved trail continues north for 4.83 miles 
(including one challenging hill) to a railroad crossing in Grayling. 
To connect with the Grayling Bicycle Turnpike, and continue on 
to Hartwick Pines State Park, you will need to ride north through 
a residential area on State and Maple Streets, Michigan Avenue 
and west on North Downriver Road. It is the newest of five 
state-designated “Heritage Trails” in Michigan.

North Higgins Lake Trail
A great amenity for families visiting or camping at North 
Higgins Lake State Park, the 1.76-mile North Higgins Lake Trail 
travels east/west through the state park and white pine forest 
from West Higgins Lake Road to a convenience store at Bay City 
Avenue. Short and sweet, this paved scenic pathway is nicely 
landscaped and includes a connecting trail to the Forest Heritage 
Trail and CCC Museum on North Higgins Lake Drive.

S
 M

ili
ta

ry
S

 M
ili

ta
ry

O
ak

O
ak

W 4 Mile
W 4 Mile

S 
Old

 2
7

W 7 Mile

S
 K

in
g

N Old 27

S
 S

ta
le

y 
La

ke
W Fletcher

A
lic

e

S
 O

ak

W 5 Mile

M
on

ty

W Lewiston Grade

S
 G

ra
yl

in
g

W
 J

on
es

 L
ak

e

S
 M

er
ri

o

North Higgins Lake

M
at

hi
s

8t
h

S
 B

ar
ke

r 
La

ke

W North Down River

S
 J

oh
ns

on

W Dort

Ra
ng

e 
39

S
 C

ov
el

l

3 Mile

Federal HwyFederal Hwy

H
az

el

S
 W

ilc
ox

 B
ri

dg
e

S
 B

lu
e 

B
ea

r

O
le

 D
am

Fort

Lo
tt

N
 R

ob
er

ts

Annis Pit

B
ea

sl
ey

W Timber

W Richardson

B
ob

ca
t

Palmer

Mooresto
wn

A
ir

po
rt

Wilbur

G
ab

er
di

el

Ethel

W Pioneer

Ro
w

e

W Beaver

S
 R

ob
er

ts

Pe
te

rs

River Park

Re
ig

er

Is
en

ha
ue

r

W
ils

on
 H

ill

W
ill

ia
m

s

Iv
y

Pi
n 

O
ak

Gar

Ir
en

e

Madsen

Maple

N H
ar

ris
on

M
cC

le
lla

n

N
ol

an

Forest

Desert

W 5 Mile

W 7 Mile

S
 M

er
ri

o

N
 R

ob
er

ts

S
 K

in
g

Co
u

nt
y 

Ro

ad 3
01

C
em

et
er

y Crossi
ng

Ce

nt
er

 P
la

in
sSkylin

e

Ol d La
ke

D
oll ar

 Lake Blue Bear

Wendy

S 
A

u 
Sa

bl
e

C
am

p Lavictore

Ri
ver Park

Bow Bend

W School Section

Kalkaska

Hunters

I 
Grayling

High School

Grayling
Army Airfield

L a ke
Ma r g re th e

S h e l l en b a r g er
L a ke

   

    
     H

ig g ins  Lake

A
u 

Sa
bl

e R
ive

r

Au Sable River

Hartwick Pines
State Park

Grayling

1

2

3

45

6

7

8

9
10

Hartwick
 Pin

es

Hartwick Pin
es

75

75

75

75

72

72 72

93

93

127

127

75

0 1 2 3 40.5
Miles

0 1 2 3 40.5
Miles

©2025 Rockford Advertising. 
All rights reserved.

A rider passes by 
the CCC Museum on the 
new Forest Heritage Trail.

Trails Legend
Paved Trail
Limestone Trail
Road Route
Proposed Trail
Highways
Roads/Streets

Grayling Bicycle Turnpike Access
	Access Site	 Parking	 Restrooms	 Water

	1	 Hartwick Pines State Park	 Yes	 Yes	 Yes

	2	 Bright Lake/Glory Lake	 Yes	 Vault	 No

	3	 Grayling High School	 Yes	 No	 No

	4	 Northbound Outfitters	 Yes	 Yes	 Yes

	5	 Grayling Township Hall	 Yes	 Yes	 No

	6	 Hanson Hills Recreation Area	 Yes	 Yes	 Yes

	7	 MDOT Rest Area 	 Yes	 Yes	 Yes

	8	 Kirtland Community College	 Yes	 No	 No

	9	 CCC Museum	 Yes	 Vault	 No

	10	 North Higgins Lake State Park	Yes	 Yes	 Yes

Forest Heritage Trail Access


